Town of Huntington
Selectboard Meeting

April 16, 2012

Town Office, Downstairs

MINUTES

Selectboard Members Present:
Jim Christiansen, Chair; Dori Barton, Vice Chair;

Roman Livak; Doug Graver; Everett Lewis, Jr.;

Staff Present:
Heidi Racht, Town Clerk; Yogi Alger, Road Foreman

Others Present: 
Ruth Blodgett, Times Ink!; Bill Hegman; Barbara Elliott

Call to Order
Jim Christiansen called the meeting to order at 7 p.m.

Minutes    Livak moved and Lewis seconded to accept the minutes of April 2, 2012 with corrections.  Unanimously approved.  Livak moved and Graver seconded to accept the minutes of April 5, 2012 with corrections.  Unanimously approved.  

Warrants
The Selectboard signed four warrants.

Public Comment  

Town Plan Update Racht reported that the Planning Commission will be holding it’s hearing for the Town Plan update on May 1.  The Town Plan expires on June 18, 2012. The Selectboard will hold its hearing and approve the update on June 18.  The hearing must be warned 15 days prior.  The Board agreed to warn the hearing in the Times Ink!

Animal Control  Racht requested on Pam Alexander’s behalf that the establishment of  a temporary animal holding space in the basement of the Fire Station be moved along.  Racht has a kennel (5’x5’x6’) that will be set up in the space.  The Fire Chief has requested that a sign be hung on the door alerting folks to the presence of animals in the holding area. 

CCTA Commuter Bus  Racht reported that CCTA will now provide a commuter route from Cherry St. in Burlington to Middlebury on Route 116 with stops in Hinesburg and Starksboro. Racht has free passes valid until July 31 to hand out.

E911 Update  Racht, reporting as the appointed E911 coordinator, presented that a private road off of Handy Road is in need of a name. There are currently two residences on this road.  The residents on the road requested either Aestivalis Hill (for the rare summer sedge) or Barred Owl Hill.  Livak moved and Lewis seconded the naming of the road to be Aestivalis Hill. Unanimously approved. Racht reported that she is in the process of reviewing zoning permits for the last four years to update both the Town and State E911 databases

Delinquent Tax Collection  Christiansen reported that Brent Lamoureux was unable to attend the meeting due to a family emergency. The item was tabled until May 7.

Village Center Designation Discussion Bill Hegman updated the Board on the Village Center Designation (VCD) effort to date.  Hegman explained that the Town was awarded a Muncipal Planning Grant last year and the grant was for two projects: Form Based Code and the VCD.  The grant expires in May 2012. As an introduction to the VCD project Hegman provided  the Board with the following documents: Application Guidelines for Village Center Designation and Owner Lessor Benefits of Village Center Designation.  Leanne Tingay is the contact person with the Vermont Downtown Program through the State Department of Historic Preservation.  Hegman has been working with the Huntington Planning Commission, the Form Based Code committee and Tingay in defining the proposed VCD boundaries for Huntington Village and Center.  This has been an iterative process and may change again as part of the approval process with the Vermont Downtown Program Board. Hegman explained that the VCD designation is no regulatory incentive program that benefits both businesses and private landowners with tax income credits for participation.  The Town benefits as a whole by promoting business and maintaining the “village feel” of the two proposed districts.  Graver asked if the program would result in local property tax credits, and if so he did not support the designation.  Hegman was not sure, but agreed to check up on this point. Livak wanted to know why Hanksville was not included, to which Hegman explained that it did not qualify by the standards outlined in statute. The boundaries of the VCD’s can change with changes in the Town. The boundaries are determined by what exists now, not what is proposed in the future. Hanksville does not have a clearly defined economic center and therefore is not included.  Hegman reviewed two maps with Board, Proposed Village Center Designation Maps dated 4/13/2012 one for the Village and one for the Center.  The maps presented the proposed boundaries. Hegman explained the next steps in the process which are for the Select Board to approve the application; Hegman to move ahead with preparing the application; Hegman to submit a draft application for the Board to review and comment on; and for the Town to submit the application to the Vermont Downtown Board. The Vermont Downtown Board will meet, review the application and make a decision about the designation in one meeting.  Hegman requested a Selectboard member attend this meeting with him and be authorized to make any needed changes to the boundaries for approval by the Vermont Downtown Board. Hegman added that the Town needs a valid Town Plan to submit an application.  In further discussion, Christiansen and Graver asked what potential negative aspects there could be as a result of the designation.  It was agreed that there aren’t any, as long as unfunded property tax credits are not part of the program. Livak moved and Lewis seconded that the town apply for the Village Center Designation for the Lower Village and Huntington Center. Approved unanimously.  Hegman agreed to move ahead with the application.  Livak moved and Graver seconded that Barton be authorized to make amendments to the application at a future meeting with the Vermont Downtown Program board. Approved unanimously.

Highway Department   


Purchase of Plow Truck  Lewis volunteered to facilitate the purchase of the new tandem plow truck (approved at Town Meeting) through Sheldon Mac, on Industrial Avenue.  Lewis will work with the Town Treasurer as regards to financing at the lowest rate possible. Alger presented that this vendor has a good reputation for service and that the truck will not have to be paid for until after July 1st.  Upon questioning from Livak, Alger responded that the acquisition of the new truck will not impact existing plow routes in the town. Livak moved and Graver seconded to authorize the purchase of the new plow truck as approved at Town Meeting in March 2012. Approved unanimously. 


Work Schedule Christiansen got an update from Steve Barron regarding crew activities.  The focus of the crew has been on raking and grading roads with Sherman Hollow almost completed.  In addition, the crew has been pressure washing bridges, completing all the Camels Hump Road bridges last week and working on the Spence Road Bridge this week. These activities are being accomplished ahead of the schedule on the calendar. Livak questioned the grading activity and the standard height of the crown.  Lewis commented that this is variable depending on the road and adjoining land conditions. 


Crack Sealing  Alger reported that Nicon will be commencing crack sealing work the beginning of June with work to be completed by the end of June.


Bridge Repairs Lewis agreed to follow up with Parent Construction regarding repairs to the Beane Road Bridge. 


Bridge Inspections VTrans provided to Lambert the State’s Bridge Inspection Report.  Alger reviewed the report and found no problems with the report.  Board members signed the report. 


Driveway Permit  Duncan and Megs Keir submitted a driveway permit for property on Pond Road.  Lambert visited the site and saw no problems with the proposed access.  Alger suggested that the application be amended to specify a 20’-30’ long culvert.  Graver moved and Lewis seconded the approval of the permit with the specification of a 20’-30’ long culvert.  Approved unanimously.


Beaver Activity  Alger reported that Jeff Palin was contracted to remove a beaver dam off of Hinesburg Hollow Road.  This is a routine maintenance event.  There has been historic trapping in this area, but none lately.

Administration


Library Storage Space  Christiansen reported that he had spoken with the State Fire Marshall, Jessie Dobiecki, and that he had said storage of metal filing cabinets in the basement of the library would be acceptable as far as fire codes were concerned.  


Main Road Speed Study  Christiansen reporting for Lambert indicated that a public hearing is not necessary for amending the Town of Huntington Sign and Traffic Ordinance dated October 14, 2002. The Board simply makes a motion to amend during a regularly warned meeting.  The approved motion is then warned in five public places.  A public meeting is only required if a petition is presented to the board requesting one. Livak moved and Graver seconded the following:

I move that the Selectboard amend the Town of Huntington Sign and Traffic Ordinance dated October 14, 2002 by:

1.   On Main Road, change “speed limit 35mph just south of Raven Ridge Drive to just south of Cummings Drive” to read “speed limit 35 mph just south of Raven Ridge Drive to just south of Spence Road.”

2. On Main Road north of Lower Village “adding a 35 mph speed limit beginning at just south of Texas Hill Road extending to the south edge of Maplewood Cemetery where a 25 mph speed limit commences”.

Approved unanimously

Livak moved and Barton seconded the following:

I further move that within 14 days of this action the following notice be placed in five conspicuous places in the Town, published in the Times Ink!, on the Front Porch Forum, and on the Town Web Site: Notice of Change in Speed Limits, Town of Huntington. The Town of Huntington Selectboard, at its meeting on April 16, 2012 voted to amend the Town of Huntington Sign and Traffic Ordinance as follows:

1.   On Main Road, change “speed limit 35mph just south of Raven Ridge Drive to just south of Cummings Drive” to read “speed limit 35 mph just south of Raven Ridge Drive to just south of Spence Road.”

2. On Main Road north of Lower Village “adding a 35 mph speed limit beginning at just south of Texas Hill Road extending to the south edge of Maplewood Cemetery where a 25 mph speed limit commences”.

Approved unanimously

Christiansen volunteered to do the posting in five public places and to coordinate with Racht for the Times Ink! Submittal.

Conservation Commission: Christiansen presented a letter of interest from John Bryan. Gravel moved and Livak seconded the appointment of Bryan to the Conservation Commission.  Approved unanimously

Catamount Trail Association The CTA provided a letter dated 4/4/2012 thanking the Town for allowing skiers and snowshoers to recreate on town lands. Graver indicated that the CTA was working on relocating a trail to avoid use of the Main Road.
Exterior Repairs to Town Office Building  Livak updated the Board.  The project is being broken out into a few components.  The site excavation is going to be handled through the town’s purchasing policy with Livak contacting local excavators for quotes.  The quotes will be reviewed by the Board and selection made.  Livak is also going to contact local contractors and the electric company regarding tree removal.  While talking to the electric company, it was agreed to mention the fact that our leased street light is not operational and we would like it fixed. The demolition of the existing ramp will be handled by volunteers.  The announcement of the bid package for the actual work on the building will be posted on the Front Porch Forum and the Times Ink! The bids will be due on May 3, and will be opened at the Board’s May 7 meeting. 

Noise Complaint  Christiansen reported that Lambert had sent a copy of the noise complaint by Paul Dannenberg to James Martin of 380 Delfrate Road asking for his response. Barton reported an anonymous complaint regarding excessive lawn mower noise.  Graver cited the noise ordinance and the Board’s policy of not entertaining anonymous complaints. Graver did comment that “normal activities” are exempt under the ordinance.


Town Administrator Coverage During the time that Lambert is on vacation and the new town administrator commences work , Christiansen agreed to check emails periodically.  Racht agreed to listen to telephone messages on Monday, Tuesday and Thursdays.  Christiansen will listen as able on Wednesdays and Fridays. It was agreed that Racht would set up a log book by the phone to document the messages.  


Surplus Excavator  Alger and Lewis reported that purchase of the surplus 1990 John Deere excavator was not in the best interests of the town.  They both felt that repair and maintenance of the vehicle would be costly.  Alger also indicated that the 6-wheel drive, foot controlled vehicle was not appropriate for our roads and intended usage. Livak moved and Lewis seconded that the town reject purchase of the used excavator that Alger and Lewis inspected at the State Garage.  Approved unanimously. 


Contact Information  Christiansen distributed a contact information sheet. Livak requested that his contact information be corrected to reflect that he is no longer a Lister.


 Motion to Extend Employment to Town Administrator Candidate  Christiansen reported that the background check conducted for the selected candidate was clean and that the candidate had received glowing recommendations from contacted references.  Livak moved and Graver seconded a motion to extend an offer of employment to Barbara Elliott for the Town Administrator position with a start date of May 1, 2012.  During discussion Christiansen applauded all involved in the process for a job well done.  Approved unanimously.  Barbara Elliott accepted the position with much enthusiasm. 


Town Hall Painting Contract This item was tabled until May 7th with Christiansen agreeing to talk with Terry Boyle (Town Hall Committee member) regarding the project schedule. 

Adjournment  Graver moved and Livak seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:09 p.m.  Approved unanimously.

Dates

Unapproved minutes sent to Select Board: April 20, 2012

Minutes Approved:  May 7, 2012
Approved minutes sent to Town clerk for Record:  May 8, 2012
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