Minutes from Energy Committee 8/20/2014

Topics from the agenda:

Agenda review: 
Everyone agreed with the proposed agenda.

Review of last meeting notes:
We asked Dan to look for any official minutes from last month and after not finding any realized last month we were not an official committee yet. We moved on in the agenda.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Regular HEC meeting time:
We picked a periodic date for HEC meetings. We agreed on the third Tuesday in each month starting 5:30 PM till 7:00 PM in the town office. Next month that will be 9/16/14.

Progress on dryers for clothes lines:
Dave made some great progress on researching what the advantages are and where we might go from here on the project. Dave mentioned from his research that on average there are 322 loads of laundry per household per year at a cost of around $122 per year. Gas leaks associated with gas appliances was also mentioned as a savings if they were disconnected. 
Dave is planning to put together a pdf poster on the subject and dan suggested we might be able to put in inserts into the Times Inc. This lead to a discussion about the cost ($10-$20) and the fact that we don't have a budget to work with.
Diane suggested she could write an article for the Times Inc also.
We also discussed that this poster could go on the town web.

Progress on living in Huntington without a car:
Diane also made some great progress and discussed her research on living in Huntington without a car.  
Diane mentioned many companies that offer car share services including Zimride, Carshare, and Rideswork. We discussed a little about how we might implement car sharing in our town and didn't quite come up with a convenient way to get a car from one user to the next. More research is going on here. 
We talked about putting the results on line (town web site ) as well as front porch forum.

Progress on solar on municipal buildings:
Dan mentioned the way Sun Commons now work with loans. Dan also mentioned the town is out of borrowing ability (10% max) and so that was not an option. We also talked about several possible schemes where we might do group net metering with towns people renting space on the town roofs. Insurance could be a problem. We agreed to table this discussion till next meeting.

New Business:
Diane mentioned VECAM and how we could invite an associate to talk to the HEC and how they help the organization.  Diane will send out some information on this to the group.

We also talked about new people for the committee. Michael, and Rob both appear too busy to work with us at the moment. Dan suggested Larry Detweiler. We agreed to invite him to the next meeting.         

Next Ross Described the energy cost spread sheet he maintains for decisions about what fuel to use. We also suggested making this available on the town web for the community. Ross will send this out to the group for people to look at and make suggestions for improvements.

Ross also built a device to measure the thermal resistance of his windows using an insulated box and heater along with various power measurement devices and thermometers. This information is useful in deciding whether to install storm windows or thermal curtains and such. Ross is going to re run the experiments in several months using a killawatt meter. This will be after it gets cold.  Anyone is welcome to join in the experiment and we can also measure any other windows (single pane) people might be interested in. 

At this point the motion was made and seconded to adjourn.

