
TO: Huntington Selectboard 
FROM: Maple Wind Farm (Bruce Hennessey, Beth Whiting) 
RE: Conservation Easement Application to be considered Tuesday, Sept. 4 

DATE: August 29, 2012 

 

The HCC met on August 23 and made determinations on criteria for a conservation 
easement for Maple Wind Farm and voted to make a recommendation of $20,000 in 
support of the easement in place of the $35,000 requested due to concerns about the farm 
meeting some of the criteria. 

Our intent is to respond to some of the HCC concerns and respectfully request your 
support for the full amount of $35,000 as requested.  As stated in the HCC Summary of 
their determinations, the project has met “half or more of the criteria” in each category. In 
addition, we assert that we meet some of the criteria the HCC determined we did not 
meet in the following categories: 

 

1. Agricultural Resources – the HCC had some questions about whether the farm 
property is economically sustainable as a stand-alone operation.  We maintain that 
it is.  More than two-thirds of our output comes from the home farm and would be 
adequate, looking forward to future owners, to support a profitable, small, 
diversified operation.   With the exception of the seven-year period just prior to 
our ownership, the land has been farmed continuously since the 1840’s. The fact 
that we have a small viable home base here in Huntington has allowed us to 
expand our operation to adjoining farms next to our home farm and to other farm 
properties in Huntington, Richmond and Bolton.  Our slow expansion over the 
years has allowed us to put more unused land back into production and apply 
innovative, ecologically sustainable methods to other leased acres.  Many area 
farms lease additional lands to meet expansion needs.  The home farm base has 
been a springboard allowing us to create additional value and benefit for our 
business, customers and the Winooski watershed. 

 
2. Natural Resources – in this category the HCC determined that we did not meet a) 

restores biodiversity; c) provides recreational opportunities; and e) preserves 
wetlands and water resources.  It is our contention that we meet all of the above 
criteria for the following reasons: a) Our focus on management-intensive grazing 
techniques, where animals are rotated daily and pastures are allowed to recover, 
builds soil and increases plant diversity through animal hoof action and seed and 
manure dispersal. c) We provide dispersed public access to the farm and to the 
Camel’s Hump State Forest through the farm.  We have never posted the land and 
have been open to skiers, hikers, snowshoers, and hunters since we took 
ownership. e) We keep our land open and produce high-quality food by farming 
grass, utilizing animals as the harvesters and manure distributors, and without the 
use of chemical fertilizers, pesticides or herbicides.  Because our methods 
produce perennial cover on the soil and biologically active soils, manure and 
other potential run-off contaminants are captured by the soil before they can reach 



surface water sources.  In addition, we have fence-protected wetlands on the farm 
as part of a wildlife and recreation corridor (with no cross-fence barriers) that 
extends throughout the farm property.  Through these farming methods and 
purposeful infrastructure initiatives, the farm mitigates potential wetland impact 
and downstream water-quality issues. 

 
3. We need to correct a statement made in the HCC recommendation summary.  In it 

they state that none of our land is tillable.  In fact, we have significant tillable 
acreage of Statewide significance.  The NRCS lists the farm as having 50.1 acres 
of cropland.  This misconception was caused in part by our decision NOT to till. 
Instead, we believe that the highest and best use of the land is to graze our diverse 
perennial grasses and legumes.  Past owners of the farm hayed the land 
extensively and, at one point, much of the farm was used to grow potatoes.  It is 
true that none of the farms soils are prime, yet it has the capacity to grow very 
high-quality grass, producing in excess of 4 tons per acre of forage in a growing 
season.  The fact that the farm chooses to harvest this forage with cows and sheep, 
and not with machines, should not be held against the project. 

 
  
We appreciate the conditional support of the HCC, but in order to leverage much 
greater support for the project from other sources, we need enthusiastic local support.  
Please bare in mind our willingness to donate a significant portion of the development 
rights to the project. 

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 


